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“To promote the technology and economic sciences and the 

advancement of business and industry for the benefit of society”

IVA statutes, §1

Founded in 1919



What is IVA?

• A Royal academy

• Knowledge network

- Academy fellows and Business Executives Council

• Platform for influencing the development of society

• Promoter of knowledge transfer

Building bridges between academia, business and government agencies

• Technology

• Economicy
• Industry

• Business
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Importance of research in society
Knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurship



Importance of research in society
Knowledge and innovation for growth and prosperity
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Memorandum from the White House...
Aug. 4, 2009

• Barack Obama, Aug. 4, 2009
”Memorandum for the Heads of 
Executive Departments and Agencies”

• In preparation of FY 2011 Budget 
submissions, redirection of science and 
technology resources, to address four 
practical challenges:

• Drive economic recovery, job 
creation and economic growth

• Reduce dependence on energy
imports and mitigate the impact of 
climate-change

• Applying biomedical science to help 
Americans live longer while reducing 
health care costs

• Technologies needed for national 
security



Research investments in Sweden 2008

Data from SCB, OECD and Swedish Research and 

Innovation bill, 2008

Companies: 83

Government: 28

Total 116 Bn SEK = 3,7% GDP

2,6% GDP

0,9% GDP

Private foundations: 2

Public foundations: 1,5

EU: 1,5



”Tug of war” in the Swedish research debate
between ”Free Basic Research” and ”Applied Research as defined by needs”

Research & Innovation bill,

Approved by the Swedish parlament

Spring, 2009
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